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SUBUJECTY EAST PAKISTAN DISASTER RELIEF

REFs STATE 193149
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lo WILLIAMS' ARRIVED. AT | 1315 TODAY (NOVEMBER! 381 AND 1 TOOK:
HIM» TOGETHER WITH' WHEELER AND GRIFFEL2? AT ONCE! ABOARD THE:

ATTACHE PLANE FOR A. COMPREHENSIVE FLIGHT QVER DEVASTATED AREA

THE! ROUTE: FOLLOWED WAS' DACCA» BARISAL» PATUAKHALI# THENCE: A

SWEEP: OF: THE! LOWER ISLAND' CROSSING OVER TO'BHULA_ISLANDI FOLLOWED

UP: THEI EAST COAST AND ACROSS: TO BHOLA CITsw FROM BHOLA WE

TRANSITED: PART OF: HATIYAs$ THENCE' TO: NOAKHALI; CROSSING OVER:.OUR

UeSe HELIO PORT AT MAUJDI COURT AND THEREAFTER RETURNING: TO
DACCAe WILLIAMS EXPRESSED CONSIDERABLE. SATISF&CTION OVER

HAVING FIRST HAND COMPREHENSIVE. VIEW OF: ARE# AND: ITS PROBLEMS

FLIGHT COVERED MANY MILES' OF ‘COASTAL: EMBANKMENTS AND EXTENT
OF THEIR DESTRUCTION OF! PARTICULAR: IMPORTANCE TO HIﬁ.

20 WHAT I OBSERVED TODAY FULLY SUBSTANTIATES ALL‘ ASPECTS OUR
LATEST REPORTINGs AT BARISAL: IAUAKH&LI AND: BHOLA. OBSERVED

EXTENSIVE: RELIEF DEPOTS AND RELIEF: APPARATUS OPERATION. WHERE

NO' COUNTRY BOATS OR' LARGE: POWERED RIVER VESSELS' OBSERVED' ON
SATURDAY., 'NOVEMBER: 21, TODAY NOTICED SEVERAL! HUNDRED RIVER
BOATS IN OPERATION AND SUBSTANTIAL: NUMBER OF: LARGE MOTORIZED
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RIVER VESSELSe RIVER BUATS HAYE PENETRATED: DEEP INTO THE INLAND
CANALSe CONSERUENTLY., 1T WOULD AMPEZAR THAT WATER TRANSPORTATION
SYSTEM RAPIDLY BEING RESTOMNL. DURING FLIGHT: SAW FIVE FOOD
DISTRIBUTION CENTEx3 FULLY ACTIVAYED s AT ORE PUINT BELOW
PATUAKHALT BOATS FROM CHITTAGOMG WERE Siifn UNLOADING BAMBOO FOR
RECONSTRUCTION PURROSES« EVERYWHERE IBSERVED FACT THAT PEOPLE
WERE. CONSTRUCTIHG TEMPORARY SHELTERS OR KgrUILDING HOMESe FEW
CADAVERS SEEN ALTHOUGH NOTED CONSI(OERADLE NUMBER DEAD CATTLE
STILL: UNBURIEDs IT WAS OBVIOUS THAT LIFE [N THIS RURAL AREA

WAS OVERCOMING THE RAVAGES OF THE CYCLOWE AND TIDAL WAVE AND
REBUILDING HaD BEBUN. THE STRIKING OI\FFERENCES OF MHnT g

OBSERVED BETWEEN MY FIRSY FLIGKY OVER THE AREA LAST SATURDAY,

AND THE FLIGHT TODAY WERE BOTH ENCOURAGIMNG AND RFAﬁSuf NG+ THOUGH
THE AMOUNT OfF DAMAGE IS STAGGERING AND Twg €XTENT OF IT 1S AWESOME,
THE REHABILITATIGH EFFORT 15 UNBERWAY .

3o FOR DEPARYMENT 'S GENERAL INFORMATION BELIEVE: FOLLOWING THREE
OBSERVATIONS HIGHLY PERTINENT

A) IT IS NOW OBVIOUS THAT THE POLITICIANS AND NEWSPAPERS
WERE- VYING WITH EHAUH OTHER TO EXAGGERATE DnATH TOLLe IN MY
ESTIMATION THE DEATH TOLL WILL NGV GREATLY EXCEED 300,000, IF
INDEED IT REACKHES ¢HAT NUMBER: WHILE BRUTAL IN ITS MAGNITUDE IT
IS NONE THE' LESS Faik SHOET OF A MILLION AND A HALF AS HAD BEEN
PREDICTED BY ONE *HROMININT MNEZSTUAPERSs s

B} ALL OF MY AVAILABLE SOURLCESs A NUMBER OF WHOM HAVE
TRANSITED VARIOUS SECTIONS COF VHE DrVASTA1ED AREAS AND CONVERSED
WITH THE INHABITANYSs HAVE CONCLUDED THAT FEW IF ANY OF THE!
CASUALTIES DIED A% A RESULT o SLOWNESS 0OF GOP EXPEDITIOUSLY TO
MOVE RELIEF SUPPLYLS T8 THE D{84%7ER VICTIMS« VIRVUALLY ALL
OF THE. DEAD WERE WILLED BY CYCLUONEZ ARD TIDAL: WAVE AND NOT FROM
STARVATION COR EXPGSURE:2 HAYE HOT RECEIVED ONE: REPCRT TO THE. .CONTRARY .

C) THE PAKISTAN DISASTER RELIEF OPERATION IS NOW
DEFINITELY MOVING INTO THE EARLY STAGES Of' REHABILITATIONe CONGEN
HAS BEGUN PRELIMINARY PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE PULLOUT -OF OUR
MILITARY CONTINGENT THOUGH NG DATE AS YET IS FIRM. ON THIS
SUBJECT» CONGEN BLOOD HAS BELN INFORMED .BY DEPUTY BRITISH HIGH:
COMMISSIONER. DACCA» THAY rm?iuL BIRITSH RELIEF TEAM EXPECTS TO:
DEPART EAST PAKISTAMN B3Y DECEMRLR 12. THESE LAST TWO ITEMS WILL:

BE' COVERED IN SEPVELSe GP=3.
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